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'A LIST of the annual Amount of the CovrRi Bu- 


TIONS, Commencing with that of 1721, in order to ſhew 


the gradual Increaſe and Decline of this CHARITVY: Which 


e 


it is humbly hoped may once more recover the Favour of 
the PUBLIC, ſo as to anſwer the Wants of thoſe, whom 
it was intended to relieve, 
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he Corporation have for their Object, to afford ſome Relief to 


ſuch of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy as are left deſ- 


titute: As to the Money collected on the preſent Occaſion, it 
is all diſpoſed of by the Stewards within the Year, in placing 


out the Children of poor Clergymen Apprentices : Whereby 


_ Kfty-four were provided for in the Courſe of laſt Year, a 


Hos EA Chap. xiv. Ver. 3. 
An Thee the Fatherleſs findeth Mercy. 
2 HE Prophet, in this Chapter, af- 


h kectionately calls upon the People of 
de Ifrael, under a State of ſpiritual 


0 * thiir Gos; aſſuring them, that it 
was not the Arm of Fleſh that could fave them; _ 
neither was it the Vanity of Idolatry, that could 
either reſcue them from Miſery, or ſupport them 
under it. He exhorts them therefore to look up 
to the LoR D Jehovah, as their Refuge and their 


Strength, in whom /e Fatherleſs findeth Mercy. 


This Declaration of the Prophet, confirmed 
by the general Tendency of the Divine Proceed- 
ings, and the univerſal Experience of Mankind, 

is in all Reſpects conſiſtent with thoſe gracious 

F 


> DefeCtion, 7 return unto the Lokd 
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Titles, which the Creator and Preſerver of all 
Things delights to aſſume in His ſacred Word. 
How do our Hearts burn within us, when we 


| hear it proclaimed, as by a Voice from Heaven, 


Leave thy fatherleſs Children, I will preſerve 
them alive, and let thy Widows truſt in me? 

Is there then no Condition fo abject and for- 

lorn, as to be beneath the Attention and Con- 

cern of the moſt High? And will Go p, whoſe 

Dwelling is in the high and holy Place, vouch- 

ſafe to look down upon the Ruins of human 

Nature? The Pſalmiſt ſubjoins this Character of 

Mercy to a glorious Deſcription of the Majeſty 
of Gop. + A Father of the Fatherleſs, and a. 

Judge, or Protector, of the Widows, 15 Gep in 

bis holy Habitation. 

Indeed when we reflect, how repeatedly this 
Doctrine is inculcated in the holy Scriptures, 
that + whom the Lo R D loveth, He correfeth, it 
18 bigity! injurious to the Goodneſs of Go p, to- 

ſiuppoſe that Afflictions remove us beyond the 
Reach of Divine Mercy : With much better 
Reaſon may they be conſidered, as advancing us 


 _Nearerto the Fountain of Conſolation and Peace. 


17 They ſtrengthen our Pretenſions to the Title 
and the Privileges of the Children of God: 


* Ter. Mix. 11. Pl. Iavi, ol 3 Job: v. 17. Prov. 
= ki. 12,-Heb. xil. 6. 5 
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For what SON is he, whom the FATHER 
chaſteneth not? This Argument of the Apoſtle 
ſilences at once the Clamours of Deſpondency, 
and bids Men in the moſt abject Circumſtances 
lift up their Heads with Joy; N that + all 
Things work together for Good to them that love 
and obey Go p. 

But though Afflictions are + by no Means a K 
reaſonable Ground of Deſpair, yet cannot Re- 
ligion even in its fulleſt Influence, nor is it to be 
wiſhed that it ever ſhould, produce in our Hearts 

aStoical Inſenſibility. The Chriſtian, be his Hope 

ever ſo full of Immortality, cannot ſo entirely 
diveſt himſelf of the Feelings of human Nature, 
as not to be very ſenſible, that 1 10 Chaſtiſement 
for ibe preſent, 7s joyous, but cn; ; his only 
Comfort is, (and it is a Comfort peculiar to that 
Religion whoſe Baſis is the Hope of eternal Life) 
that it || afterwards yieldeth the peaceable Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs unto them which are exerciſed thereby. 
On this Reflection, the Hands of the true e- 
| ever which hung down in Sorrow are lifted up _ 
in Hope; and his Knees, enfeebled by Wretched- 
neſs, are ſtrengthened by a lively Faith; becauſe. 
he knoweth, that his Redeemer even from tem- 


5 poral Miſery 1 Is mighty ; that the LoRD of Hoſts 


— Heb, xii, "Nb FX Rom. vill. 28. | 41 Heb. xii, 11, 5 
] Ibid. 3 | . 


4 A SrrmoN preached before 
7s His Name; that he will not reject the Prayer- 


of the Deſtitute, nor deſpiſe thei Cry for Com- 
fort and Relief; that His Ears are always open 
to the Eloquence of Woe; that His Voice is the 


Voice of Mercy, and that His Hand 1 18 * | 


to ſave. 


But if the Divine Philanthropy be thus emi- 
nently diſplayed in the Mitigation of 7emporal 


Sorrows, and in the Diſpenſation of Earthly 


Comforts; with what ſuperior Luſtre ſhall we 
perceive it to ſhine forth, if the Declaration in 


the Text be applied to the ineſtimable Bleſſing 
of our Salvation? Which of us will deny, that 
the Fatherleſs found Mercy at the Hands of the 
moſt High, when the Lo R D looked down from 
Heaven upon Men, and Go p became incarnate | 
to viſit and redeem His People? To accompliſh the 
Character of the true Meſſiah, in binding up 


the Broken-hearted, in opening the Priſen to the 


Captives under Sin and Satan; in comforting all 
that mourned; giving to them Beauty for Aſhes, 
the Oil of 2 for Mourning, and the Garment of 


Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs : The Love of 
60 towards Mankind, as it is exhibited to us 


in this aftoniſhing Tranſaction, the Apoſtle St. 
John hath taught us to conſider not only as the 


Anchor of our Hopes of Mercy to TON, 
e Ifa, Ixil. I, + Ifa, lei. 5 


but 
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but alſo as the nobleſt Principle of Benevolence 
to each other. * Behold ! ſays he, what Manner” 
of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
ſhould be called the Sons of GOD. + Beloved, if 
Gop fa loved. us, we ought alſo to love one another, 
The N eceſlity of which Duty appears, not 
only from its being recommended to us with 
ſuch Frequency and Energy in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and additionally enforced by the Example 
of Gor Himſelf; but alſo as it is an unavoid- 
aꝛuble Conſequence of that Subordination, which 
the Divine Wiſdom hath eſtabliſhed in the World. 
For though the Almighty hath at ſundry Times 
in a Manner f perſonally interpoſed Himſelf, for 
the Support of His Servants under the Preflures 
of Aﬀiction ; and, in the Language of the Pro- 
phet, hath occaſionally || made bare His holy Arm 
for the Conſolation of thoſe that truſt in Him; 
yet is He pleaſed, in His ordinary Diſpenſations, 
to act by the Mediation of thoſe, whom He hath 
_ conſtituted not ſo much the Proprietors, as the 
Stewards of His Bleſſings: That while the Faith 
and Patience of one Part of his Creatures are 
_ exerciſed, for their Benefit, by a Series of Ad- 
verſity, the Benevolence of the other may appear, 
an _— Comfort to the ſeveral 1 of 
their Regard. 


* 1 John iii, 1, + I John iv, II. | 2 Exod, li. comp. 


| | Mak xii. 20. IIIa. lil. 10. . 


6 A SERMON preached before 
And in what a conſpicuous Point of View de 
we behold Perſons, in whom a ready Propenſity 
to Acts of Mercy thus happily concurs with their 
Ability to perform them? May we not venture 
to affirm, that the Character, which it is their 
Glory to ſuſtain, is not only illuſtrious but Gop- 
like? And while we rank them among the greateſt | 
and the beſt, may we not be permitted to ac- 
count them alſo the happieſt of Mankind, who _ 
can teſtify from their own delightful Experience, 
how much * more ve ſed t is to give than 10 
receive. 

Theſe are Conſiderations, whoſe Tendency i TY 
to cheriſh in our Hearts thoſe Sparks of Chriſtian | 
Love, which will always be ready to break forth _ 
into a Flame of Liberality, whenever they are 
excited by real Diſtreſs —And here let it not be 

imputed to the Influence of narrow Prejudice in 
Favor of a particular Profeſſion, if we ſuppoſe 
theſe Arguments to come with peculiar Force, 
When we are conſidering the Neceſſities of thoſe, 
20% are of the Houſhold of Faith: Under which 
Denomination tho' the whole Congregation of 
Chriſtians may be comprized, yet are they who 
wait at the Altar eminently included within it: 
They are connected with their Fellow-Chriſtians 
oy 57 the moſt endearing Ties; and our Obligations > 
DE. - Acts xx. 35. : 


3 

' 
W 
1 
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to them for their Work of Faith and Labor of 
Love are of the higheſt and moſt intereſting Na- 
ture. The Perſons, whoſe Cauſe we are aſſem- 
| bled to eſpouſe, are the Repreſentatives of Men, 
- who having been deſtined from their early Youth 
to the ſacred Miniſtry, devoted themſelves to an 
Employment, with which an independent Pro- 
viſion for their Families was utterly incompatible: 
They are the Offspring. of Perſons, who out of 
the meer Reliques of an Eccleſiaſtical Patrimony 
were themſelves obliged to take the Lead in ad- 
miniſtring to the Wants of others: Perſons, 
whoſe Induſtry and Attention equally exerted in 
any other liberal Profeſſion, would have exempted | 


their Family from the ſad Neceſſity of implor; ns... 


your Relief. Laſtly, Whilſt other Objects ad- 
_ dreſs your Compaſſion with the ſingle Plea of 
Indigence, theſe now under Conſideration ſolicit 
your Attention by a Claim of humble Merit. 
They apply not to your Bounty merely as the 


wretched Deſcendants from Parents, whoſe Idle- 


neſs, or Extravagance reduced them to their low _ 


Eſtate: Though, if this were their unhappy 
' Caſe, ſuch a Conſideration would poorly juſtify _ 


us in withholding our Relief from Neceſſity not 
acquired, but derived to them only by a fad In- 
heritance from ſinful Parents: No: Their Title | 


to your charitable Notice is better founded, s 


45 


— oo” Aeon ae 
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is their Misfortune to be deſcended from Perſons, 


who were reſtrained as well by the Laws of their 
Country, as by a conſcious Senſe of the Dignity 


of their Character, from immerging themſelves 
in ſecular Concerns : It is their Misfortune (if 


indeed it may not rather be eſteemed their Glory 
and their Joy) that they are many of them the 
fatherleſs Children of thoſe Parents, whom the 


Fatherleſs and the Widow never ſolicited un- 
heard, unpitied, unrelieved. Let them find, to 


their unſpeakable Comfort, that the * Bread, 
which hath been generouſly ca upon the Waters, 
is now, after many Days, reſtored through your 


Liiberality. They from whoſe Gates the Wretched 
went not away aſhamed, themſelves, now poor 
and needy, look up to you for a gracious Recom- 


pence of Love and Mercy, And, Thanks be 


to Gop, they look not up to you in vain: The 


generous, noble and diſintereſted Plan, on which 


this Corporation was or iginally eſtabliſned, and 
the Principles on which it hath been conducted 
to this Hour, afford them the beſt Security 
againſt the wretched OO of extreme 
Neceſſity. 
How des: indeed, have! its frlendly Puros 
allayed the Sorrows and compoſed the Diſtraction 
of a * Hour? How often have * allwaged | 


| * Ecel, xl. 1. 


the 
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the Anguiſh of the, otherwiſe, diſconſolate 
Widow, and introduced a Gleam of Hope, amidſt 
thick Clouds of Sorrow and Deſpair ? 

The Society, whoſe Intereſt we are this Day 
called upon to promote, may with Reaſon con- 
ſider herſelf as acceſſary, in ſome Degree, to 
every Species of Liberality, exerted by that very 
_ reſpectable Order of Men, the inferior Parochial 
Clergy. The Confideration that an Aſylum is 
here opened for the Reception of ſuch of his 
Deſcendants, as ſhall be eſteemed the proper 
Objects of its Bounty, hath, I doubt not, allowed 
many a Chriſtian Father to enlarge his Benevo- 
lence to the utmoſt Extent of his Ability, and 
hath ſeemed to juſtify him in giving full Scope 
to his laudable Propenſity to Acts of Mercy. 

Not that it is the Intention of this, or of any 
* other charitable Inſtitution, to encourage a 
careleſs Inattention to the Intereſts of thoſe, who 
both by Nature and Duty have the ſtrongeſt 
Claim to our Regard : But ſurely its beſt Pur- 
poſes are ſufficiently anſwered, if by OF : 


* This A gument hath been wed ed ſeveral of ou 
N charitable Ejtabliſhments ; particularly, againſt thoſe which are 
by no Means the leaſt worthy of Public Encouragement, the 


Tying in Hoſpitals ; but with very great Injuſtice; (tho we 


- hope with no ill Defign:) ſad Experience having too often con- 
vinced us, that no Proviſion whatever is made either for the 
Mother or the Child, where there is no Proſpect 2 receiving 
the 1285 7 theſe humane ine Fo 
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10 A SERMON preached before 
| the Anxiety of a Parent for his numerous De- 
pendents, it renders his Life more comfortable 
to himſelf, and more beneficial to thoſe around 
him. Were it not for ſuch a Reſource as this, 
the diſmal Apprehenſion of unavoidable Diſtreſs 
1 would be too apt to contract his Thoughts within 
the narrow Compaſs of caring for his own ; and 
ſtifle in their very Birth the generous Dictates of 
Humanity. 
Io obviate this Evil, our Society moſt ſeaſon= 
ably (and let me add providentially) holds forth 
the Encouragement of her Favor and Protec- 
tion in the worſt of Circumſtances, as an In- 
ducement to Perſons, firſt to engage in, and 
afterwards by a judicious Liberality to adorn, a. 
Profeſſion, which very frequently hath nothing 
to recommend itſelf to their Preference, on the. 
Score of Intereſt or worldly Profit. Indeed, if 
you take into your Account the Number of 
| FEeccleſiaſtical Benefices, amounting nearly to fix 
thouſand, whoſe annual Income exceeds not. 
 tfty Pounds, and eſtimate at the ſame Time the 
| neceſſary Expences of ſuch an Education, as is 
requiſite to qualify Men for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, you will rather be inclined to think it 
a2 Miracle of Providence, that a Supply of com- 
" petent Miniſters hath never yet been wanting, j 
SES. wonder that t their Offipring ſhould be con- 
ws ſtrained 


the Sows of the CLERGY. II 
ſtrained to ſolicit your Relief : You will ceaſe to 
wonder, my benevolent Brethren, that you are 
thus called upon to lend your Aſſiſtance in an 
Act of Beneficence, too apparent to require any 
_ farther Inforcement. 

And why need we nie Arguments to in- 
cline your Hearts to Pity, or to open the Hands 
of Perſons, whoſe very Appearance in this Place 

demonſtrates their good Will to our Zion, and 
their generous Sympathy with our afflicted Bre- 
thren ? What need we more, than barely to re- 
preſent, in its true State, the calamitous Circum- 
ſtances of the preſent Objects of our Regard, to 
Perſons, many of whom by their Rank are ap- 


| Pointed to preſide over, and many more of whom 


by their Inclination are induced to ſupport, other 
_ Eſtabliſhments, wherein the Welfare of the in- 
digent Part of Mankind is concerned ? 
| To ſay nothing therefore of thoſe private In- 
ſtances of your Charity, which are known at 
preſent only to Gop and to yourſelves ; let it 
ſuffice juſt to mention (as the Ground of our 
ſanguine Expectations on the preſent Occaſion) 
thoſe beneficial Duties, wherein many of you 
are chearfully and almoſt conſtantly engaged, as 


Friends to the Community. To you, in this 


extenſive Capacity, it belongs, to receive under 
: . „„ your 
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your charitable Protection * the Out-caſt * Info! 
—the helpleſs * Orpban-Citizen— the hopelels, 
ignorant, abandoned Yuth - the deſtitute * yourg 
Female and the friendleſs Proſtitute. To you 
it belongs to provide Comfort for your Fellow- 
Chriſtians on their 5 Bed of Sichneſi and to 
alleviate the Sorrows of /e Woman in Travail, 
by conſigning her to a comfortable Reception in 
the Hour of her great Diſtreſs To open the 
* Priſen-Doors to the Captive, and bid the Op- 
preſſed go free To reſtore, thro' the Bleſſing 
of Heaven on your falutary Aid, the Gift of 
Reaſon to the ? Lunatick—and to reform the 
Licentious and the Profligate by ſuitable Puniſh- 
ments and Reſtraint. Above all, to many of 


you it belongs to give Light to them that fit in 
| Darkneſs, by contributing towards e Pro- 
1 motion of Chriſtian Knowledge at Home, and tor 


{ wards its Propogation even in the moſt diſtant 

| lt will be needleſs to inform the Reader, who is at all 
1 gaaquainted with the State of the ſeveral Hoſpitals, Sc. with 
i e which this large and opulent City abounds, that the follov- 


ing Species of Public Charity are particularly referred to, 
which are deſervedly eſteemed the moſt illuſtrious Orna- 
ments of the Britiſß Nation; viz. the Foundling- Hoſpital, 


1 ; Christ's Hoſpital, the 3 Marine Society, the * Aſylum for Fe- | 

. male Orphans, and the 5 Magdalen; the ſeveral * Hoſpitals 

| for the Sick, Lame, and IV/ounded ; the ? Lying-in Hoſpitals, 
OD = oh” ee benevolent Society in St. Fames's-/treet, 
4 for the Diſcharge of iuſoluent Debtors; the Hoſpitals of 
{ 9 Bethlem and i Bridewell; and the * two religious Societies. 

| 
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Regions of the habitahle World. Theſe, theſe 
ae the Offices of Love, in which, in your pub- 
lie Character, it is your Glory and your Happt- 
neſs to be employed; inſomuch that in you, the 
Inſtruments in Go p's Hand of ſuch Variety of 
Good, not only the Fatherleß, but the Neceſſitous 
of every Kind, findeth Mercy; the ſtrongeſt Re- 
commendation to your Favor is Preeminence of 
Miſery. 

What Hope then may not ve be allowed to 
indulge, that the Diſtreſſes of thoſe, towards 
whom your Beneficence is this Day intreated, 
will be diſtinguiſhed with eminent Tokens. of 
your charitable Compaſſion ? The Order to 
which they belong, was by a divine Deſignation 
{ct apart for the Purpoſes of Religion, on. the 

_ firſt Eſtabliſhment of the Jewiſh Church, with 

a Promiſe of G0 p's peculiar Care and Pro- 

tection. * At that Time, ſaith Moſes, the LORD 
ſeparated the Tribe of Levi to bear the Ark of the 
Covenant of the Lo RD, to ſtand before the LORD, 
to miniſter unto Him, and to bleſs in His Name 
unto this Day: Wherefore Levi hath no Part nor 
Iuberitance with his Brethren ; the LoRD 1s bis 
Inheritance, according as the Lok D thy Gop: 
promiſed him. How far our Adverſaries may 
| think themſelves concerned to take Care, that 
. Deut, x. 8,9 
| N 
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amiſs to obſerve, that when a Proviſion hath 


by the Laws of Gop and Man, it cannot be 
withholden from them, without the — Im- 


conſiderable Part of the Diſtreſſes of the Paro- 
chial Clergy: The Artifices made Uſe of to de- 
fraud them of their undoubted Right, or the 
virulent Oppoſition raiſed to deter them from a 


many, whoſe Character and Pretenſions entitled 
them to better Treatment; and who have been 
conſtrained to withdraw too much of their At- 


the Miniſters of CHRIST alſo ſhould have 10 
Part nor Inheritance with their Fellow-Chriſtians, 
tho' we may be allowed from ſome late Aſſocia- 
tions to conjecture, it is beſide my preſent Pur- 
poſe to determine: It may not, however, be 


been made for their Subſiſtence, and eſtabliſhed 


putation of ſacrilegious Impiety. 
Let is this well known to conſtitute no in- 


Vindication of it, have embittered the Lives of 


tention from ſpiritual Employments, to ſecure 
that Pittance, which the Neceſſities of their 
Family made them ſtudious to preſerve; ane 
which in Juſtice they were bound to tranſmit, | 
undiminiſhed, to their Succeſſors. 
Add to this the Expence alſo, which! is ne- 
ceſſarily incurred in the Support of their legal 
Claim; and which hath often proved more 
deſtructive to the Intereſts of their Family, than 
. 


— ö——— —— — —— et 
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if they had originally acquieſced in the moſt 
fraudulent and injurious Treatment. This ſingle 


Circumſtance hath, I doubt not, ſubjected many 


Perſons to the ſad Neceſſity of applying to this 
charitable Fund, who might otherwiſe have been 
able themſelves to educate their Children with 
Decency and Comfort. 

But from a Subject ſo unpleaſing let us pro- 


ceed to a far more grateful Taſk ; and endeavour 
to ſet before you more particularly the Merits of 


the Perſons, whoſe Repreſentatives implore your 


Pity and Compaſſion : Many of whom are de- 
parted, having laboured within the Circle of 
their legal Appointment with a Degree of Piety 
and Zeal, which would have done Honor to 
the higheſt Stations in the Church. Though 
qualified for a more exalted Condition, they 
were well contented to adorn a lower one; 
though entitled by their Abilities and Attainments 
to the Dignities and Emoluments of their Pro- 
feſſion, they thankfully accepted what at the 
utmoſt did not exceed a decent Competency. 
As for the full Recompence of their Labors, 
this they looked for in that heavenly Country,, 
where he Poor ſhall not always be forgotten, and 
EO Where the patient Abiding of the Meek ſhall not 
„ U 1 ever, They had Loving f ſufficient to 5 


. * Plal, ix. 18. 


confute 
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confute and put to Silence the Gainſayer; and 


wanted neither Ability nor Spirit to oppoſe the 
Adverſaries of the Doctrines and Diſcipline of 


the Church : Divine Truth acknowledged many 
of them to be her nobleſt Champions, while 
they, in a voluntary, or at leaſt a patient, Ob- 


ſcurity, generouſly declined the preſent Rewards 
of Victory. They were equally the declared 
Enemies of lukewarm Indifference, and of En- 
thuſiaſtic Intemperance in the Service of Go D. 


They moved with Decency and Order, each in 


his proper Sphere, not boldly intruding into the 
Province of another, nor * having Men's Per 


ſons in Admiration becau iſe of Advantage. They 


diſdained, as an ingenious Author expreſſes it, 


« to ſtorm the Ear with their Loquacity,” or to 


make a Sacrifice of Truth and common Senſe to 
vulgar Applauſe. They left to others the Buſi- 
neſs of gratifying itching Ears, themſelves con- 
tent to edify the Underſtanding and reform the 
Heart. Their Piety was ſuch, as did not eva- 
porate in empty Notions, or idle Profeſſions, 
but ſhewed itſelf in the ſolid and ſubſtantial In- 

| ſtances of Practice and Performance. In a 
Word, they lived under a conſtant Senſe of the 
Importance of their ſacerdotal Function; and 
Ru laboured to diſchar ge the Duties of it with un- 


3 Jude 10. 


wearied ; 


the Son's of the CLzRGY, 17 

wearied Diligence and Attention. Their Exhor- 
tations both public and private were animated 

by Chriſtian Love, and ſeconded with fervent 
Prayer. They had one grand Object in their 
View, to * do the Work of an Evangelift, and to 
make full Proof of their Miniſtry; and all this 
in an humble Expectation of that Crown of 


Glory, promiſed to thoſe, who + convert the 


Sinner from the Error of his Ways, and deliver 
his Soul from Eternal Death. 

Thus truly reſpectable is the Character . 
many of thoſe, whoſe Children now {ſtretch wm 7 
their Hands to you for ſeaſonable Relief. 1 


would not be underſtood to affirm, (what yet 58 


would wiſh to be true without a ſingle Exception) 
that all of them were ſo happy as to have at- 
tained to that Eminence of Chriſtian Perfection, 
which in Charity and Juſtice hath been ſuppoſed. 
But even admitting this to be the Caſe, ſurely 


the Defects and Miſcarriages of a few will never 


be permitted to obſtruct the Avenues of Mercy 
towards oll, A reaſonable and juſt Allowance 
being made for unavoidable human Weakneſs, 


1 hope it will be generally granted, that no Or- 


der of Men can exhibit more numerous Ex- 


amples of Piety, Integrity and Benevolence; 
and that the Charges urged againſt us by the 
Enemies of our Faith are ; cqually deſtitute of 
5 Charity and Truth. 


1 2 Tim. iv, 5. + Jam, v. 3 
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Such are the Deſigns and ſuch the Objects of 


this excellent Inſtitution; the Advantages where- 
of have been fo happily experienced, that other 
Societies, more limited indeed in their Extent, 


but equally benevolent in their Intention, have 
been eſtabliſhed on the ſame charitable Plan : 


Some Sparks of that generous Flame, originally 
: kindled here, have been diſperſed over ſeveral 
Dioceſes * in this Kingdom: A Circumſtance, 


which though at firſt View it may ſeem un- 


favorable to the Interefts of this primary 
Eſtabliſhment, yet will never avail to its Preju- 
dice with any one, who conſiders the State of 
the inferior Clergy, their Number and their 
ſcanty Proviſion : This Confideration alas! for- 


bids us to hope, that Objects ever will be want-_ 


ing, whoſe Neceſſities are far greater, than our 


largeſt Ability to ſupply them. 

But with thankful Hearts do we adore the Pro- 
vidence of Gop, ever watching over this our 
Undertaking for Good, and watering it with 


the Dew of His heavenly Bleſſing; in an un- 
interrupted Succeſſion, annually raiſing up to us 
Benefactors, who with a Liberality, ſurpaſſing 


all that could be reaſonably expected, undertake, 


at their own private Expence, to fecure your 
charitable Donations from the moſt trifling Di- 
minution; engaging their Truth to the World, 


* Viz. The Dioceſes of Gloger, Moregſier, Hereford, 


| Fed ah Naeh, Sc. 


hat 
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that the whole ſhall be faithfully applied to the 


Purpoſes for which your Bounty hath beſtowed it, 


Neither ought we to paſs over in ſilence the 
unwearied Endeavours of thoſe, without whoſe 


kind Attention in other Reſpects to the general 


Welfare of this Inſtitution, even the largeſt pe- 
cuniary Contributions would be ineffectual. To 
| theſe we ſtand indebted for the Pains ſo chear- 
fully taken to maintain that Regularity and 
Order, which diſtinguiſh- the Celebration of 
this Solemnity : To theſe we owe the judicious 
Choice, and the ſkilful Application of the moſt 
approved and. admired Migical Compoſitions ; 
| whoſe every Strain is calculated to ſoften the 
Affections, and incline the Heart to Sentiments 
of tendereſt Compaſſion. 1 
Happy are theſe Children, even in their 
great Neceſlity, in whoſe Behalf ſo many Per- 
ſons of illuſtrious Rank and of moſt exemplary 
Worth, condeſcend to intereſt themſelves with 
ſuch diſtinguiſhed Benevolence; and yet more 
happy are they, whoſe Hearts the Gop of 
Mercy hath diſpoſed to commilerate Diſtreſſes ſo 
truly worthy of their Regard : On the beſt Au- 
| thority in the World, we venture to aſſure them, 
that * Gop 7s not unrigbitecus, to forget their 
orb and Labor of Love, which they have ſhewed 
towards His Name, in that they have miniſtered: 


_ unto 2 Saints, and yet do miniſter, In Addition: 


7% * Heb, vi. 10. : 
to 


0 
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to the preſent Satisfaction of ſecing themſelves 
inſtrumental in raiſing up many uſeful Members 


to Society, who had otherwiſe pined away in a 


State of unprofitable and inextricable Poverty, 


we dare promiſe them ſuch Comfort in that 


Hour, when the Voice of Reflection ill be 
heard, as can only be exceeded by a bliſsful In- 


vitation to a glorious Inheritance in the Day of 
| Recompence: When the righteous Judge, vouch- 


ſafing to accept our Offices of Love towards 


| theſe little Ones, 775. Suffering Brethren as well 
as ours, as done unto Himſelf, ſhall from His 
awful Tribunal pronounce this Sentence of 
Grace and Mercy: 


HBecauſe, for my Sale, 4058 haſt delivered 


him that had none to help him ; Becauſe, for 
my Sake, the Bleſſing of him that was ready to 


* 


©. periſh came upon thee, and thou cauſedſt the 
% Widow's Heart to ſing for Joy; therefore 
ſhall the Bleſſing of the Almighty reſt upon 
e thee for ever; Enter thou into the Joy of thy 
* Lord.“ 5 


We whom, Haber, Sow, and Holy 05% bree 
Perſons and One G o p, be ee Hing 
dom, the Power and the Glory, u du an Jer 
ever. Amen. 5 


THE END. 


the Poor that cried, and the Fatherleſs, and 


